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Proposal to change judicial 
elections faces skepticism 


COREY LOWENSTEIN N&O file photo 


Superior Court Judge Donald Stephens has spoken out against a 
proposal to make judges stand for election every two years. 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Wake County Superior Court 
Judge Donald Stephens retired 
from the bench last week, and 
as he looked toward that job 
change, he often talked about 
“getting his voice back.” 

At the annual meeting of the 
North Carolina State Bar just 
days before his retirement, Ste- 
phens gave a taste of some of 
the things he might speak out 
about now that he no longer is 
bound by an obligation to re- 
main impartial on thorny issues 


that might be argued in his 
courtroom. 

With 33 years behind him as a 
judge, Stephens, 72, accepted an 
award from the State Bar with 
recollections of his mentor James 
Pou Bailey, the late Wake County 
judge who was described in his 
obituary as a colorful lawyer with 
wit and integrity. 

“One thing Pou Bailey taught 
me was the importance of a 
fiercely independent judiciary,” 
Stephens said. “He taught me 
that justice and fairness can’t be 
compromised, not by any gov- 
ernment agency, by any lawyer, 
by any governor or by any legis- 
lator.” 


With that as his foundation 
for decades of legal experience, 
Stephens decided it was time to 
publicly criticize a recent pro- 
posal from some Republican 
legislative leaders that would 
make judges in North Carolina 
run for election every two years. 
That would abandon the eight- 
year election cycle for all North 
Carolina judges, except those in 
the district courts who are elect- 
ed every four years. 

“T regret that Judge James H. 
Pou Bailey is not here today to 
express his thoughts on what he 
probably would have perceived 
this legislation to be,” Stephens 
told a roomful of lawyers whom 
he implored to speak out against 
the proposal, too. “A deliberate 
attack on the independence of 
the judiciary, an act that I sus- 
pect he would have seen as an 
affront to the rule of law, an 
attempt to compromise the 
integrity of the separation of 
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A long-lost 
speech and 
a turning 
point for 
US politics 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


On the afternoon of Nov. 7, 
1972, Jesse Helms handed a 
young aide named Patrick Reilly 
the drafts of two 
typewritten 
speeches. 

“I’m going to 
need one of these 
tonight,” Helms 
told Reilly. 
“Make sure I get 
the right one.” 

Later that 
night, Reilly, then 
20, slipped one of the drafts 
onto the podium at Raleigh’s 
Hilton Hotel and smiled as 
Helms addressed jubilant sup- 
porters. 

“The people of North Car- 
olina have today united in a 
great bipartisan effort to seek 
the restoration and preservation 
of their freedoms,” the U.S. 
senator-elect said. 

But Reilly kept the other draft, 
the concession speech. 

He took it home to upstate 
New York and saved it through 
decades of successive moves. 
Last year he sent it to the Jesse 
Helms Center in Wingate. The 
center plans to release it this 
week, the 45th anniversary of 
Helms’ first election to the U.S. 


Jesse Helms 
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DIDYOU DA 
FORGET? <- 
Daylight saving time 
ended at 2 a.m. today. 
Did you set your clocks 


XK 


back one hour? 


RALEIGH MAYORAL RACE 


PHOTOS BY TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 


Demolition is underway Oct. 24 at Washington Terrace. Raleigh is spending $8.6 million on redeveloping the affordable housing complex. 


Both candidates prioritize 
affordable housing, but 
issue likely to persist 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

In his bid to become the next 
mayor, Charles Francis has 
criticized Raleigh leaders for not 
doing enough to help the city’s 
poorest residents. 

Affordable housing has been a 
central part of his campaign and 
a major sticking point ahead of 
Tuesday’s election. 

Francis, a Raleigh attorney, is 
challenging three-term incum- 
bent Mayor Nancy McFarlane. 
No candidate won a majority of 
the vote in the Oct. 10 election, 
so Francis called for a runoff. 

McFarlane has said affordable 
housing is the city’s top priority, 
but Francis says Raleigh needs 
to do more. 


A nonprofit group is leading the Washington Terrace redevelopment. 


HOW BAD IS RALEIGH’S 
AFFORDABLE-HOUSING 
PROBLEM? 

The average home price in 
Raleigh is now $224,000, up 


from $186,000 a decade ago, 
according to real estate website 
Zillow. 

The median rental cost has 
dropped a bit when adjusted for 


Early voting ends in Raleigh mayoral 
runoff. 1C 


inflation, from $988 in 2000 to 
$926 in 2015. 

About 45 percent of renters in 
Raleigh are “cost-burdened,” 
meaning they spend more than 
30 percent of their income on 
rent, according to an analysis by 
Apartmentlist.com. 

More than 8,000 people are 
on the Raleigh Housing Author- 
ity’s waiting list for public hous- 
ing and Section 8 vouchers. 


WHAT’S TO BLAME? 

There are several factors, 
including increasing land prices, 
redevelopment, and supply and 
demand. 

Raleigh, one of the fastest- 
growing cities in the country, is 
attractive to developers who 
want to build upscale apart- 
ments, subdivisions and shop- 
ping centers. As older buildings 
are torn down and redeveloped, 
some longtime residents are 
being displaced. 

Wintershaven and Sir Walter 
Apartments, two downtown 
complexes for low-income se- 
nior citizens, were recently sold 
to private developers who say 
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